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Seeing The Real Needs 


One of this year's Central Council resolutions called for closer links 
between the Toc H family throughout the world, so it s appropriate tha 
this should be an international issue of Point three. The intention behind 


the resolution is to build on the encouraging developments of recent 
able number of international Toc H visits and the 


Point three 
The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 
seeks to serve the community around 
it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the 
Revd P B 'Tubby' Clayton, and since 
then has been providing opportunities 
for people to test the Christian way by 
practical experiment. 


years - the consider 
growth of the Overseas Development Fund. 


The Fund has already pledged support for the work of the Etheredge 
Centre in South Africa and for the ambitious new project launched by 
Trivandrum Branch in South India (where the World Chain of Light 
started in December). During the Council weekend approval was given 
to two further projects. Money is going to Zimbabwe to support the 
recruitment of a local person as Development Officer, to follow up the 
initial work of two young British volunteers in developing Toc H 
among a new generation. And we are also supporting an ambitious 
recruitment drive in Australia, to be undertaken by their national 
chairman, Ray Geise. Ray has already demonstrated his ability with the 
successful creation of a new branch in Townsville in his native 
Queensland. Now he is retired he intends to devote time over the next 
four years to travelling more widely to support local extension 
initiatives. He will be giving his time but the Fund will be meeting the 
cost of his travel and providing literature and some administrative 
back-up. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 

l. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word and 
deed the prejudices which separate 
people. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 

4 To acknowledge the spiritual nature 

of man and to test the Chrisnan way 

by trying it 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 

Four Points. 


Toc H in the UK, small as it is, is much larger than anywhere else in the 
world and, through the generosity of earlier generations, has much 
greater financial resources. So it’s right that we should give money to 
help those less well endowed. But it’s important that we don’t see 
ourselves always as the givers. The days when Toc H members 
overseas looked to the ‘mother country’ as the fount of all wisdom are 
long gone. If genuine links are to be established we must do more than 
identify what we can contribute; we must be aware of what we can 
learn. That’s the real importance of the Overseas Development Fund. 


Letters. articles and news items are 
welcomed and should be addressed to 
The Editor. Point three, m the address 
below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 

contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H movement. 


For instance, we can learn from Trivandrum a willingness to see visions 
and to dream dreams. Of course, our major projects will be very 
different from theirs but we can learn from them to be ambitious and to 
take risks. We can learn from them not to be content with the little jobs 
we've always done but to raise our eyes to see the real needs and the 
points of tension within our own communities. Perhaps they'll give us 
the imagination and the courage to meet one of those needs. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury. Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 0296 623911. 
Fax: 0296 696137. 


And from Australia we can learn that it is possible to go out and build 
Toc H again. We don't simply have to defend anxiously what we've got 
while we watch it dwindle away. There are places near us where Toc H 
has never been and there are people who will respond if we have the 
self-confidence to go out to meet them. Perhaps Toc H Australia will 
give us that self-confidence. 


Editor: Ruth Boyd 


Cover: Karen Thomson's Portrait 
of Beli, 
Sylet, Bangladesh 


If the relationship between the various independent Toc H 
organisations around the world is to be real we must, all of us, be both 
givers and receivers, teachers and learners. That’s what that Central 
Council resolution is really about. 


FFS Point three is printed on wood-tree 
elemental chlorine-free (ECF) paper 


A registered charity No, 211042 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 
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Grahame Malcohuson holding HRH letter, Paul Chapman 
shows First Day Cover issue and David Hall with letter from 
the Mayor of Flythe 


«oyal Delivery to Talbot House 


A presentation by three resourceful postmen 
created great excitement at Talbot House on the eve 
of Armistice Day. Wearing red Toc H sweatshirts, 
postmen Paul Chapman, Grahame Malcolmson and 
David Hall travelled from Northampton to Dunkirk 
with a letter of goodwill from Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother to Talbot House, 
which she described as ‘a haven and a refuge for 
troops on leave, whose doors were never closed’. 
The Queen Mother sent all members of Toc H her 
best wishes for peace and happiness in the years 
ahead. 


The postmen were met by Revd Neil Llewellyn at 
Talbot House and quickly changed into their 
uniforms for a presentation ceremony. Madame 
Arlette Duclos, Jan Louagie, Marcel Bequoye and 
George Verstraete represented the Talbot House 
Association. Madame Duclos was also acting as the 
official representative of the Burgomaster of 
Poperinge. 


The postmen delivered a personal letter of greeting 
to the Burgomaster from the Mayor of Hythe, Kent, 
the town that is twinned with Poperinge. Another 
letter was from the Holy Sepulchre Church, 
Northampton, to the Revd Neil Llewellyn, Vicar of 
St George’s, leper, and there was a letter from the 
Church of All Hallows by The Tower to Talbot 
House. 


The special delivery was part of a fundraising 
charity challenge by the Royal Mail on behalf of 
SSAFA (Soldier's, Sailor's and Airmen's Families 
Association), to mark the 75th Anniversary of the 
Royal Air Force and the 75th Anniversary of 
Armistice Day. 


The postmen were also carrying sponsored mail 
from the UK as well as wreaths and floral tributes, 
which they placed at cemeteries and at the Menen 
Gate on behalf of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
British Telecom, the Royal Mail, the 
Northamptonshire Yeomanry and Regiment and 
SSAFA. 


Guests at Talbot House, the postmen then joined the 
Revd Neil Llewellyn at the Armistice Day Service 
on 11 November. 


There was a lot of interest in the local newspapers 
about their visit, which was also covered by Belgian 
TV. The postmen raised £1200 for SSAFA and have 
spoken enthusiastically about their welcome at 
Talbot House. 

Ruth Boyd 
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New: 


Toc H in Germany looks forward 


has had a successful recruitment year: 
Our groups at Muenster, Paderborn 
ly to become our first branch. A new 
cial recognition. 


Malcolm Lowe writes that Toc H in Germany sea ae 
We now have 70 members, with another 14 showing interest p! y SA 
and Berlin have gone from strength to strength, and Paderborn ts 


group has been established at Herford and awaits offi 


Albania. 

It is heartening to get support from members 
through this magazine. Our Albanian friends 
receive Point three and are delighted to feel part of 
the wider family of Toc H. Salim and Nevi Meco 
are getting the Albanian Toc H group onto a firm 
footing. Edinburgh Secondary school in Muenster $ 
will sponsor the visit of one of the group members E 
to Germany, for first-hand discussions on how we 
can support them. This is certainly breaking new 
ground. Once we know what support they need 
we intend to launch an Albanian project. This will 


us as many provisions as we are able, and really 
getting Toc H off the ground in this unexplored 


territory. Verden Playscheme last summer. 


World Chain of Light. 
The international flavour of World Chain of Light | 
in Berlin was enhanced by the support of the 
Russian guests. The fellowship and hospitality of 
the Berlin group made this an occasion to 
remember. Leading up to this had been a number Pe 
of Christmas celebrations, including the English, ra 
German and Russian pensioner's Christmas dinner ti 
- cooked by DO Jane Bridgeman - and the 
children’s Christmas party for local orphans, 
English, German, American and Russian children. * 
Paderborn and Muenster also had a number of 
Christmas parties before their World Chain of 
Light ceremonies. Fred Mason was a marvellous 
Christmas Santa for 150 children and adults at - 
Heidelberg - no reflection on your shape Fred! Children on the Muenster Playscheme last summer. 


A summary of plans for 1994: 


- toestablish Toc H in Albania = 
- toestablish Toc H in Heidelberg, which started 
with the new Toc H Services shop in October z 


to eslablish new groups in Bünde and 

Osnabriick and a possible second group in M uenster 
lo reinforce our ties with Talbot House 

through the Anglo-German war graves projects 


to obtain branch status for Berlin and Muenster 
fo Increase our membership to 200 


- to form a German Regional Council 
- to elect our first Central Councillor to represent - 
Germany on the CEC = 
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Belgium: Reflection At Talbot House 


Martine Boone writes from Talbot House to say that they recently hosted a video presentation by the 
Flemish Minister of Education, Mr Luc Van Den Bossche, introducing Flemish high school students to 
the battlefields in Flanders. During Remembrance week more than 500 visitors came to Talbot House, 

including local veterans and former PoW's of both Wars accompanied by the local band. The band 
played the British National Anthem in front of Talbot House. Among the many British bystanders was 
Donald Hodge, a 98-year old WW1 veteran. ul 


ne of the highspots of 1993 
Q: the Pastoral Workshop 

Reflection Day at Talbot 
House. This was for a group 
working at the Psychiatric Centre 
in leper. Members voluntarily 
meet monthly for mutual support. 
For the Day of Reflection we had 
decided on a Christian theme and 
discussions on practical points in 
the pastoral calendar. Our 
intention was to strengthen the 
Christian fellowship already felt 
between us. 


Our visit to Talbot House began 
with a guided tour by Jacques 
Ryckebosch who told us of the 
role played by the House in the 
First World War. At 1] am our 
hospital chaplain, Revd Klaas 
Blijlevens, celebrated mass in the 
Upper Room. We really felt a 
sense of standing in an historic 
spot. Thousands of 
Commonwealth soldiers had 
attended Tubby Clayton’s services 
and we could feel the atmosphere 


of the prayers, the suffering and 
the battle-weariness of those 
young men. 


Our pastor’s sermon was on the 
theme of peace. The knowledge of 
the war in former Yugoslavia only 
1000 kms away, made us 
conscious again that unless we 
force ourselves to listen to God 
and accept his gift of peace, there 
will always be fighting between 
nations. After a period of silence 
Neville Minas, voluntary warden 
for the month, reverently served at 
the mass. We were all impressed 
with his great respect. This was 
indeed the heart of ecumenical 
worship. 


centred round the work of 

Clara, the wife of St Francis of 
Assisi, her evangelical work and 
the formation of the sisterhood of 
Poor Clares, known throughout 
the world. The day concluded 
with a visit to the war cemetery at 


| n the afternoon the reflection 


|= 


Lijssenthoek, led by Dr 
Demytenaere, a doctor at the 
Psychiatric Centre. The deep 
human aspect of the war, 
portrayed through the prose and 
poetry of the young soldiers, was 
uppermost in our thoughts. The 
misery of the trenches, the 
loneliness of the soldiers and the 
bleak prospect of the fighting 
brought out the futility of war. 


he feeling after a day of such 
Te reflection was the 

realisation that all sincere 
men wanted ‘No More War’. All 
war is unnecessary. God has given 
us peace and so our hope is as it 
was to St Francis of Assisi, ‘Peace 
to all’. 


Klaas Blijlevens 
(translated from Dutch by Rose 
Coates) 


se 


Irene and Alan Robson were at one time wardens at Alison House. They now live in 


Spain and are near neighbours of Peter East. 


n February 1989 Irene and 1 

| came to live near the little town 
of Torrevieja, which lies on the 

Mediterranean coast some 40 

kilometers south of Alicante on 

the Costa Blanca. 


Torrevieja is well known for the 
high quality of salt exported 
worldwide since the mid-18th 
century from its salt lakes, or 
salinas. The average output until 
recently was 800,000 tons each 
year. The heavy rainfall during 
the past two years caused an 
estimated loss of 250,000 tons and 
the drop in world demand for salt 
has made the future of the town’s 
main industry very insecure, and 
great reliance is now placed on 
tourism and the construction 
industry for its future wellbeing. 
The surrounding farms producing 
a huge variety of vegetables, 
orange and Jemon groves, the 
complete lack of industrial 
pollution combined with the 
beneficial ozone, led a world 
health survey team to designate 
the immediate area as the second 
most healthy place in the world. 


ur villa is situated in the 

hills, about 10 kms north of 

the town and about seven 
kms from the sea from where we 
have views of the salinas, sea and 
mountains. I am, at best, a 
reluctant gardener but we have 
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managed to create a garden 
containing an orange and almond 
tree, hibiscus, roses, a variety of 
cacti and a multitude of geraniums 
which grow like weeds, together 
with lots of Spanish marigolds 

of various colours and 
bougainvilleas, planted at 
intervals along one wall. 


We enjoy a quiet life-style soaking 
up the sun, swimming, walking in 
the hills, reading and visiting the 
friends we have made as a result 
of our range of activities. We are 
kept up-to-date with news about 
Britain by a satellite dish which 
gives us Sky TV, BBC Radio 4 and 
World Service radio programmes. 
We have become involved in an 
organisation called HELP which, 
as its name implies, offers practical 
assistance to anyone in need - such 
as an interpreter service, hospital 
visiting, the loan of mobility aids 
like wheelchairs, crutches and 
walking frames. We have 
struggled hard with Spanish 
verbs, grammar and 
pronunciation with the aid of 
language tapes, but find our 


memory cells have died off 
alarmingly! 


Our Church building is owned b 
the community and is in a 3 
pleasant garden setting. It has a 
seating capacity for around 200 
Services throughout Sunday are 


conducted in English, Spanish, 
French, Swedish and German, 
embracing all Christian 
denominations. Each 
denomination has beautified the 
church with its own symbols of 
faith and the combined result has 
created an atmosphere of 
tranquility and peace. 


he first service, some six 

years ago, was conducted by 

the Revd Ken Brookes, a 
retired URC Minister from 
Lewisham in Kent. Under his 
friendly guidance and ably 
assisted by his wife, Pam, a strong, 
lively, ecumenical fellowship 
grew. Pam, a talented musician, 
formed a choir which now enjoys 
an excellent reputation for its 
quality of singing and for the 
pleasure it provides to the Spanish 
Pensionista Clubs and Retirement 
Homes, to whom they give 
willingly of their time and talents. 


Although we are very happy in 
sunny Spain, we miss seeing Our 
family and friends in England and 
look forward with eager d 
anticipation each year to our visit 
in July and August, when we 
escape its high temperatures an 
find solace in the green fields an 
familiar life-style of “God's own 


country”. Alan Robson 


To |. Zimbabwe: Tatenda - zvirambe zval 


The Overseas Development Fund 
Committee have granted £6,000 to 
Toc H Zimbabwe towards the 
employment of a Toc H 
Development and Extension 
worker for three years from 1994. 
Toc H was established in 
Rhodesia in 1925. There are five 
remaining branches, three of 
which are mainly comprised of 
senior citizens. The services of 
the full-time worker will be used 
to widen the scope of Toc H in 
Zimbabwe. An urgent reappraisal 
and strengthening of activities in 
Bulawayo and Harare is planned, 
together with extension into 
other centres like Gwero, Mutare 
and Kwekwe, where Toc H 
previously worked. 


arare Branch members were 
H hosts to 12 pupils from 

Zinatsa Secondary School in 
June last year. Readers of Point 
Hiree have read about Zinatsa 
school and the visit of staff 
member Adrian Dudman and his 
wife Anne to his daughter and 
son-in-law (Sue and Jeremy) last 
year, when they were teaching at 
the school. Adrian and Anne have 
been busily raising money for the 
school since their return to the UK, 
having been profoundly moved by 


the enthusiasm of staff and pupils, 
despite very limited resources. 
Their efforts have resulted in 

the establishing of a most 
impressive school library at 
Zinatsa. Kynaston school in 
Aylesbury donated pens for sale, 
which resulted in the purchase of 
14 English and Shona novels for 
the new library. 


he twelve pupils were 
Tu to Harare in the 

Toc H minibus, which was 
sponsored by North Wales and 
North West Region. A member of 
the Toc H Young Peoples' Group, 
Shaun , drove the pupils on this, 
the first ever Zinatsa school trip. 
The Form IV pupils spent an 
educational weekend visit in the 
capital city and were enthusiastic 
about their first ride in a minibus. 
The trip was masterminded by 
Dominic Sikuka who became 
quite a role model for the students, 
and he has established a 
tremendous rapport with them. 
Some were astonished at the speed 
at which the bus travelled, never 
having been in motorised 
transport before. Other new 
experiences included getting to 
grips with a knife and fork for the 
first time. 


y -nee 


Treats included a visit to the 
airport to see the planes landing 
and departing. One of the boys 
wrote, ‘At 5 pm an Air Zimbabwe 
flight from Nairobi landed, which 
could accommodate 400 passengers. I 
did not expect such a large number of 
people to be accommodated in an 
aeroplane when I had seen one flying 
across our home area. The number of 
passengers was equal to the number of 
pupils at Zinatsa, so we could all have 
been accommodated on the flight! 


he visit to the cinema was 
T also a source of wonder. 

There was surprise at the size 
of the screen and the same pupil 
was confused to see so many 
white people in one room: ’I had 
never watched a film with white 
people, to whom I spent most of my 
time looking’. Then there was a trip 
to the TV studios, the airport, 
Mukusivi Woodlands museum, 
the Sheraton hotel, the snake park 
and the Lion and Cheetah park. 


Excerpts from the diary of the trip by 
John Mazuito, Form IV North 
Tatenda -zvirambe zvakadaro! 
(readers who don't speak Shona 
should translate this as Thank you 
everyone, our friendship should 
continue, 
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Bangladesh: High Commissioner Visits KYAG 


In October the British High 
Commissioner came to Sylhet to 
open the Khasdobir Youth Action 
Group's new headquarters. The 
group has taken over an old nail 
factory to replace its previous 
very cramped offices. Bamboo 
screens have been erected to 
create offices for the Group, for 
CARE and for the Family 
Planning project. There are also 
two small interview rooms and a 
larger room for Group meetings. 
That leaves about a third of the 
building for the sewing and 
embroidery groups. Alan and 
Ailsa Scarsbrook, who work at 
the International Language 
Academy in Sylhet and are the 
Toc H representatives on the 
KYAG committee, report: 


T he High Commissioner, Mr 
Peter Fowler CMG, with his 
wife Audrey and Mr Brian 
Donaldson, a First Secretary, 
arrived at 9am. The approach 
road was lined on both sides by 
children from the Schools Under 
The Sky, waving coloured cloths 
and throwing flowers onto the 
bonnet of the Range Rover. After 
words of welcome from KYAG 
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Members of KYAG taking emergency supplies to families Su 
marooned by floods at Shimultola, Companigang 22nd June 1993. 


aa 


president, Harun Ahmed, anda 
short resume of KYAG origins, 
aims and plans from myself, the 
High Commissioner spoke. He 
said that he had already heard of 
KYAG and that, while the 
Overseas Development 
Administration had many 
applications, he hoped they would 
be able to continue with some 
funding. He and his wife had been 
very impressed with the welcome 
they had received and looked 
forward to coming back on future 
occasions to see our progress. 


N fter unveiling a plaque and 
cutting a tape they toured 
the building, met the CARE 

field workers, the sewing and 

embroidery girls, the High School 
coaching class and, outside, the 
widows, the children from the 

Schools Under The Sky and the 

adult literacy class. Then they 

went across the road to see the 
new poultry scheme. 


We feel that the Group acquitted 
itself well in all respects and that 
the event achieved severa] things. 
It has gained us potential support 
with our application to the ODA, 


me of the girls of the sewing centre. Nole bar 
prepared for the Toc H/Khasdobir Friendship Day celebrations 


| 


mer & decorations 


it has given our morale a boost, it 
has brought us to the notice of the 
local Sylhet people and of a wider 
audience (there were reports in 
two Dhaka papers, three Sylhet 
papers and on Sylhet radio news). 
One visitor, President of a local 
Rotary Club, has asked for details 
of the expenses of running a 
School Under The Sky - he thinks 
his Club might give some funds. 


An exhausting but, we think, 
useful effort. 


we hear the result of our 

application to ODA but we 
have to plan on the basis that we 
won't be successful and that the 
money they have contributed in 
the past will have to be found 
elsewhere. It isn't too soon to 
start planning what your branch 
will do for this year's Khasdobir 
Friendship Day - 11 June. We're 
surely not going to let this good 
thing which we have begun fade 
away for lack of a mere £10,000. 


[nes be a little while before 


Alan Scarsbrook 
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New: irom Toc H India 


his year the World Chain of 
T Light started from 

Trivandrum, the capital city 
of Kerala in India. The editor 
telephoned Mr Japamony, the 
India Commissioner, at his home 
in Trivandrum just before the vigil 
in order to express our personal 
good wishes and to communicate 
the excitement of members in the 
UK about the ceremony. We are 
hoping to have photographs in 
Point three at a later date. 


The 24-hour vigil was held by 
Branch members in the Wills 
Hostel prayer room. It was a most 
moving occasion. The Trivandrum 
Branch meet at the Wills Hostel at 
6 pm on Tuesday evenings. The 
Branch was inaugurated by Tubby 
Clayton in 1925, and has a 
membership of 20, most of whom 
are Government employees. A few 
are retired officials and some are 
small businessmen. Mr Japamony 
has written to say that the Branch 
do not have their own premises in 
the city and are therefore 
supporting the Wills Hostel 
construction of a Centenary Block 
in 1999, so that they can purchase 
a room of their own. 


Trivandrum city is thickly 
populated and Kovalam, the 
famous sea resort, is only 15 
kilometres away. 


The different branches of Toc H in 
India are involved in jobs suited to 
their own particular locality. 
Cochin Branch runs the Toc Fl 
Public School, which is the best in 
Ernakulam District. Other 
branches such as Madras, 
Palayamcottah and Bombay are 
also busily involved in community 
work. 


Trivandrum Branch have been 
looking after some children who 
were abandoned by their parents, 


including the fostering of a little 
girl named Deepa. They are 
interested in areas of operation 
normally not cared for by other 
organisations like Lions and 
Rotary. They also visit Leper 
Homes (sic), Homes for the Aged, 
Orphanages, Boys Homes and the 
Central Prison - where time is 
spent offering fellowship. 


n exciting new development 
A for the Branch will involve 

30 families below the poverty 
line - most of whom live by the 
side of river Karamana (prone to 
flooding) at Thaliyal on the 
periphery of Trivandrum city. 
This project is being funded by the 
Toc H UK Overseas Development 
Fund who gave £4,000 as a first 
instalment of a 3 year project. The 
Branch will be helping different 
families to set up small businesses 
including a bakery, a copra unit, 
tailoring units > a cycle shop, a 
book binding unit, a readymade 
shop, and a frame for concrete 
works. The Branch will make 
loans to the villagers and, when 
these are repaid, other people can 
be helped. 


à A la 


providing 21-day hospital 
treatment for 10 alcoholics. The 
success rate of such treatment is 
around 80%. The project will 
release pledged properties for two 
families in distress and help with 
adult education. Kerala has the 
highest literacy level in India but 
there are still people who are 
illiterates, especially in the slums. 
As part of their scheme for total 
rehabilitation, the Branch will be 
giving adult education for 15 
labourers in the area. 


he Branch have already 
T formed a Project Committee, 

comprising the President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and two 
Executive members of the 
Trivandrum Branch - to monitor 
the project. A small building with 
3 cents of land has been identified 
for outright purchase in the name 
of Toc H India to be the Project 
House. This site is 12 kms from the 
City, where both the Treasurer 
and Pilot are living. As they are 
both members of the Project 
Committee they will be able to 
overview the project. 


Ruth Boyd M 
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Most of the people 
they are helping 
are women. Some 
are widows with 
small children. 
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their life is 
miserable. 

Others have been 
abandoned by 
their husbands. 
Some have 
alcoholic 
husbands who are 
daily labourers 
and spend all their 
money on drink. 
The Branch will be 
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Craft Morning at Toc H Festival in Perth 12 Sep 93 


Kwinana Branch "Doing their thing” 


News ror, 


Australia is a country of tremendous contrasts, and during 
1993 we have been made aware of this on many occasions, 
In the south eastern part of the continent, for example, 
there have been devastating floods, while to the north in 
Queensland there has been a crippling drought. Both of 
these extremes of nature at work have caused heavy stock 
losses and personal heartbreak for many people. 


couple of months ago I had a note from Jean 

Hayes, who is the Area Commissioner for 

Toc H in Tasmania. Attached was a short article 
which captures the Australian scene very well. Jean 


writes: 


‘Most people have a mental image of Australia asa land of hot 
sun, surfand sand, which is quite true of a small portion of 
it. The huge variety of our continent in climate, produce, 
population and almost every other aspect of life is often 
overlooked. Even as | write, there is snow on the ground 
outside, and it is still falling, stranding quite a few people 
who came up to the highlands for a long weekend. The usual 
greeting to those who are trying to walk for exercise is: “How 
are you off for tucker? Well don't go short. We can share.” 
Probably this has nothing to do with Toc H, but it does give 
point toour contention that it is very difficult to amalgamate 
with other States and effectively become one whole, as “Toc H 
Australia’. However, we do our best, and we look forward to 
our bi-ennial get togethers.’ 


Such a ‘get together’ was held in Perth, Western 
Australia from 8 to 15 September, and it was a very 
happy gathering. We were all delighted to have with 
us Julian Ranson from the United Kingdom. He 
quickly adjusted to the Australian way of life, and he 
made a great contribution to all of the week’s 
activities. There were many highlights at the Perth 
gathering. 


he Festival was opened by the Governor of 

Western Australia, and his words about the 

work and influence of Toc H in the State were 
inspirational. He stressed the need for a movement 
like Toc H in the world today. 


Everyone present will remember for a long time the 
sincere and warm address given by one of 
Australia’s most respected Aboriginal women, Sue 
Gordon. She spoke with great affection about the 
influence of Toc H in her life in her childhood days, 
and about the problems confronting young people 


today. She is a Magistrate in the Children’s Court in 
Perth. 


There was a craft morning when everyone sat 
around making pens for arthritis sufferers. This was 


de o 
Australia 
not only fun, but also it was a very worthwhile 
project. 


Julian’s input was timely, for it came at a period 
when Toc H in Australia is looking at a range of new 


initiatives, to ensure that it continues as a viable and i iy a Oo) 7 ; 

effective movement in the years ahead: These o 7 a) y $ 
: h i a A >) A) 
include aN, > O NR IES 


- Opening new Groups and Branches 
- establishing Toc H in Schools 


- developing our Youth Leadership sz - 
Training Courses Esther Clay (W. A. Area Comm.), Julian Ranson & Ray Guise 


- developing new projects 

- setting up CAMEOS 
All of these were agreed upon in the Workshops 
held and directed by Julian during the Festival, and 
they are in line with the new Vision Statement for 
Toc H in Australia which was approved at the 
Council Meeting. 


A EZ N 


September is ‘Wild Flower’ time in Western 
Australia, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the trips 
organised to see them. Trips also took in places like 
King’s Park in Perth, the city of Fremantle, the 


industrial area of Kwinana and the attractive Darling Sa OC 
Pat Lowry (W.A. Chair.), Sir Francis Burt (Governor), Mrs Burt, 
Ranges to the west. 


Back: ADC & wife & Ray Geise (Australian Chair). 


and one of the most picturesque churches in 

Western Australia, All Saints, Upper Swan. The 
Assistant Bishop of Perth, The Right Revd David 
Murray gave the address, and he concluded with 
these very appropriate words: 


T= Rededication Service was held at the oldest 


“Around the world ideologies are collapsing, and with Hiem 
two great anti-Christian illusions: the liberal enlightenment 
illusion of the all-powerfulness of reason, and the Marxist 
illusion of the all-powerfulness of action. As these go, so do 
many prejudices and obstacles which have prevented people 
from being open to, and from coming together in, an 
authentic and integrated Christianity. i Oldest Churches in N.A. 


1 2 


The Christian Church has the vocation to let all people be 
one. Christian movements like Toc H draw attention to 
this and provide ordinary people with concrete ways of 
moving from the negatives and distortions in creation to 
peace, joy, love and unity, which is God's Will for his 
creation.’ 


It is hoped that the Festival in Perth will be the 
catalyst for many new initiatives for Toc Hin 
Western Australia. The foundations for these are 
now being laid. k i 
Ray Geise, Chairman ¡A — 7: 
Toc H Australia Bishop David Murray, Doreen Robertson (Qld), Les Prior 
[E] (Canberra), Ray Geise & Er. Tom Treherne Nat. Chaplain (Qld) 
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Toc H Australia 


We are still picking up the loose ends following our 
Festival in Perth. We were delighted to have Julian 
Ranson and his family with us here in Australia and 
it was good that they could see something of what 
Toc H is doing in at least three States: Western 
Australia, Southern Australia and Victoria. The 
weather was kind to them too! 


We are making headway, albeit slow. Following the 
successful Festival in Perth, 1 stayed on for two 
weeks to set the wheels in motion for extension 
work in Western Australia. Good progress was 
made, with much support from the Anglican 
Archbishop of Western Australia, and the possibility 
of a new branch in the Upper Swan region north of 
Perth. ł then went on to Tasmania, and in three days 
covered a lot of territory. There is the possibility of a 
new branch starting in Launceston, which is in the 
north of the State: there is also good support for 

Toc H in schools, particularly in the Hobart area. 

I managed to get a slot on ABC radio. 


You may recall that last year we re-established 

Toc H in Cairns and Townsville in North 
Queensland, and that we received some financial 
assistance for these initiatives from the Overseas 
Development Fund in the UK. Well, I am delighted 
to report that Toc H is flourishing in both these 
cities. A concert arranged by members of St James’ 


Bishop Jolin Lewis & Ray Geise at The Concert at 
Bishop's Lodge. 


Branch at Bishop’s Lodge can only be described as a 
truly wonderful occasion. Bishop Lewis gives 
marvellous support to Toc H in North Queensland 
and says that he is ‘delighted to have Toc H back 


home again in the North’. 


I recently received a letter from the secretary of St 
John’s Branch in Cairns. He writes: ‘The Cairns 
Branch is going from strength to strength. We now 
have 17 members and several more prospective 
members. A popular event this year was the Toc H 
Visitor's Night, of which we had two. The second, 
held in August, was perhaps the more successful. As 
we passed the hat around after a talk from members 
of the Far North Queensland Disabled Childrens’ 
Support Group, the sum of $430 was raised for them 
on the spot. Also a local firm, H M Svendsen & Co, 
has offered to help us get a motorised wheelchair for 
the branches’ lending programme.’ 
Ray Geise 
Chairman, Toc H Australia 
Hamilton, Brisbane 


Hogar de Refugio Infantil Villa Juarez 


As a result of the Point three article in March 1993 we 
had enquiries from four people in the UK, two of 
whom are with us now. So it is as a direct result of 
your help last year that we now have Julia Wilson 
and Ruth Wharton teaching and also acting as house 
parents in ‘Casa Dos’. Julia is a former Winant 
Clayton Volunteer, which is why she is still in 
contact with Toc H. Ruth is a long time friend. Both 
have previously done volunteer work in Romania. 


We also had an enquiry from Barbara McConnell 
from Belfast who has led Toc H playshemes in 
Germany for the last two summers and who wants 
to come out to join us for a year in September. 
Another enquiry, from a man in Birmingham, didn't 
lead to anything. 
We send you our personal wishes and 
every good wish for the New Year. 
Bob Mason 
Sonora, Mexico 


Toc t Southe: a Africa 


Į thought you would like to know that we marked 
the 40th birthday of Fish Hoek Branch by organising 
a Classical Concert in October. We were well : 
supported by many local artists. Our theme was 
Praise and Peace and, at the beginning, the 
Ceremony of Light was taken. I explained its 
meaning to our audience, which was a wonderful 
opportunity to put Toc H to the fore. We also had a 
broadcast on the local radio station, so all in all it has 
been a year to remember. Fish Hoek Branch has 
become part of the community and over the years 
has endeavoured to give unstinting service. Giving 
joy to others brings joy to the Branch. Fellowship is 
strong and throughout the year an interesting 
programme has been followed, with people from 
various walks of life being invited to share their way 
of life with us. 


We are part of the many changes taking place just 
now, some quite exciting. I was a Toc H member in 
the UK for many years and pass on my loving 
greetings. 


Joy Tubb 
South Africa 


The Marks have a Role in today's World 


When it was noticed in the Directors Notes that the 
question of a return of the ‘Marks’ was to be 
discussed by the Central Council, there was a 
fervent hope at the Hazel Grove Branch meeting. 
The hope being that at last Toc H would be 
involved in national action to make a contribution to 
alleviate some of the despair brought about by 
homelessness. 


It was felt that a chain of some 50 charity shops 
(Oxfam has over 800!) by the end of the century 
would be sufficient to sustain the running costs. 


Alas! It fell at the second hurdle. lam nota 
councillor, so until I read an account in Point three 
I shall have no idea why this desperate need to 
alleviate homelessness does not merit Toc H 
involvement. 


How must it feel to be cold most of the time and to 
have virtually no hope of there being any kind of 
change tomorrow? Perhaps the CEC might 
reconsider the role of the Marks in a world where 
there was never more need for them. 


Edward Pym 
Cheshire 


News from Canada 


After emigrating to Canada in 1957 1 lost contact 
with Toc H but have maintained a lifelong 
friendship with Edgar and Joan Stickley of Rock, 
Worcestershire. Edgar suggested that I tell readers 


about my introduction to, and early days with 
Toc H. 


It was June 1942 and I was on board the troopship 
HMT Andes bound for Egypt via South Africa. One 
of the men, who I remember only as George, was a 
Toc H member and managed to arrange the use of a 
small room to hold evening meetings. I was invited 
to one of these and was taken with the friendship 
and objectives of Toc H. We disembarked in Durban 
on 4 July and arranged a Guest Night at our camp. 
We invited members of Durban Toc H and they 
talked to us about their activities. On board the Isle- 
de-France we again held meetings every evening 
and it was during one of these that I was initiated as 
a Member of Toc H. I still have the original Toc H 
Pass issued to me in Cairo on 12 August 1942 after 
we landed. 


I was elected Pilot of the Toc H Group that we 
formed from those Members who were Armoured 
Corps personnel. We travelled by train to Cairo and 
Abbassia barracks and remained a Group during 
intensive desert training until we were posted to 
various tank units. It was 1948 before I settled and 
was able once again to become involved with Toc H, 
with the Kidderminster and Stourbridge Branch. 


Edgar reminded me of our early days together when 
he was involved with Army cadets in Stourport. As I 
was at that time Regimental Signals Officer with the 
TA unit, Queen’s Own Worcestershire Hussars, he 
had asked me to give a talk to his cadets on army 
communications. Our friendship grew from that and 
L invited him along to one of our Toc H meetings. At 
that time we met in an upstairs room at the rear of 
an old warehouse building, not the most ideal of 
places but what wonderful times and fellowship we 
shared there. Happy, happy memories. 


It is unfortunate that I have been unable to maintain 
contact with Toc H since coming to Canada. Are 
there any other ‘lost souls’ out here? I would be 
pleased to know. lan MacPherson 
9 - 1260 Fisher Toad, RR 2 Cobble Hill 
B.C. VOR ILO, CANADA 


Please send in your Name - We’re 
Interested in YOU! 


Could contributors to Branch News please send in 
the names of people with the photographs. It is nice 
to put a name to a face and adds a lot of interest for 
readers. Don Webster 
Sandown/Shanklin Branch 
E 
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BRANCH NEWS 


New Members 


Welcome to 11 new members 


Joan P Williams (Berlin J Group) 

Adam Kinghorn (Duns M) 

Tamara McCormack (Muenster ] Group) 

Mrs Rose M Groome, 

Mrs Olive Jones, Mrs Edith Simmonds, 

Mrs Jean M Thomas, 

Mrs Frances M Toop (Rushden Afternoon J) 
Reginald A White (Seaford J) 

Mrs Eluned Thomas (Treforest W) 

Martin J Parriss (Wellingborough Young Ones) 


Members of Wolverhampton Women’s Branch 


Jacqui Barr and Julie Rea sent in this photo of a very 
successful visit by members of Webb House Friendship 
Circles and Toc H to Talbot House in September. The 
photo shows the party enjoying a meal with the Revd Neil 
Llewellyn, Vicar of St Georges, leper. 


received an appeal from the local Age Concern fora 
donation to help buy new premises. They decided to 
hold a Barn Dance although they had never run one 
before! It turned out to be a great success both 
socially and financially, and the profit of £120 was 
shared between Age Concern and the branch. 


Coupar Angus Branch held a most successful Halloween 
Party. The photo shows members of the gathering eating 
their tatties and neeps! 


A Scoop for the Mill Hill Toc H Music Club ! 


Concert Secretary, Wilfred Ranson (MBE)is able to 
offer members tickets for a private recital by Alfred 
Brendel on 2 March - Beethoven: Sonata in C minor 
Op.13 (Pathetique), Sonata in E Op.14 No 1, Sonata 
in G Op.14 No2, Sonata in B Op.22, and Sonata in 
E flat Op.81 (Les Adieux). 

Also, 17 April, the Andras Schiff recital: Bach - 
Fifteen 3-part Variations, Mozart - Sonata in F major 
K.533/494, and Schubert - Sonata in A major D.959. 
Tickets are £9.75p for each concert, or £17 for both. 
For further details, please contact 

Wilfred Ranson: 081 959 1173 


Khasdobir ‘Friends’ at the Thomas Buxton School concert 
which was held in memory of Shimon Momen, a pupil 
who died of a leukaentia-related illness. The concert was 
held to raise funds for Khasdobir. Shimon died in 
February and the school will hold an annual fundraising 
event on the anniversary of his death. 


Harold Naylor, Chairman of Lee Branch, reports 
that a most successful reception took place on 30 
October at Bromley Public Library. This involved 12 
local branches, covering South-east London and mid- 
Kent. The purpose was to develop interest in Toc H 
and advance its influence locally. To this end, 
branches invited people who might wish to become 
more closely involved with Toc H and its work. 


More than 80 guests attended, including the deputy 
Mayor of Bromley, who welcomed the gathering to 
his borough. All the guests appreciated the setting, 
enjoyed the excellent buffet and were interested in 
the exhibitions illustrating Toc H at work. 


Souin Easi Region Reception at Bromley 


Mike Lyddiard explained the origins of Toc H and 
quoted the commonly heard phrase, ‘it’s time they 
did something about it’, (‘they’ being other people 
like the Government or the chu rches), then pointed 
out that the ‘others’ were, ultimately, people like 
ourselves - people who cared, and at the core of 
getting things done. Toc H was an organisation 
enabling people to ‘do something’. 


Matthew Plumridge then talked about the successful 
development of Toc H projects in recent years and 
movingly described the effect they had had on 
people’s lives, and his own personal development 
during his 13 years of involvement with them. 


Two weeks later branch representatives reported 
that signs of potential future development were 
showing, including interest in starting Friendship 
Circles and in running a project for deprived 
children. These and other developments will next be 
reviewed at the end of February 1994. 


Anyone who would like to get involved with these 
initiatives, or with Toc H generally in the area, is 
invited to get in touch the editor, who will forward 
letters. 


Deaths 


We regret to announce the death 


It is with regret that members of Wyre Forest Branch report the death of 
member and former Chairman Alfred Wright on 4 November. Alf was 


Special Tributes 


of the following members 


In September 
Florence M Mellor (Shavington) 


In October 
Jessie Pidgeon 

(Norwich Senior Action) 
Cecil Rogers 

(South East Regional Branch) 
Caroline J Tilley (Newbury) 
Alfred Wright (Wyre Forest) 
Doris Young (Wroughton) 


In November 
Herbert Birley (Wortley de Leeds) 
Constance Brook (Huddersfield) 
James F W Eaton (Tauntan) 
Minnie J Hester 

(London District Branch) 
John Lawrence (Cirencester) 
Arthur R Noble (Central Branch) 


involved with Toc H from his war service days and was a founder member 
of the branch. He had a serious stroke two years ago but, despite speech and 
mobility difficulties, he continued to attend meetings. We shall miss his 
cheerful presence. WE 


James Eaton, a stalwart supporter of Tac H, died on 8 November. He first 
became a member of Toc H in India and, when he left the services, he 
moved to Taunton with his family and immediately joined the branch there. 
He led an extremely busy life but still found time to attend branch meetings 
and at different times was Chairman, Secretary and Jobmaster. Jim was a 
real Toc H'er and will be greatly missed by all. BM 


Coming late from his Toc H life in Yorkshire, Arthur Noble joined the staff 
at Headquarters in 1964. After a short period in appeals he became cashicr 
and remained in the post until he retired in 1973. Arthur was not the sart of 
man who aspired to high office. He was loved as philosopher and friend to 
all the staff and, as such, he was content. To us he exemplified Thinking 
Fairly’. As one who corresponded with Arthur, | found his humour shone 
through his late ill health. In his last letter he advised, ‘Pills are a good friend 
but a bad enemy, take only as directed”. We will remember Arthur as a devoted 
husband to his late wife Vera, his contribution to personal relations and his 
love of music, which led him to found the lunch time recorded music 
programme in All Hallows Church. Arthur died on 26 November and 
leaves a gap in the lives of all those who knew him. KR 


KENT DA’ ¡+44 
Saturday 11 June 10.30am to Spm 
at 
Ashford Baptist Church Hall, 
Station Road, Ashford. 
Guest speaker, Mike Lyddiard, will talk at Ilam 


Further details from: 
Mrs F Marshall, ‘Gaagrec’, London Road. Sholden 
Deal. Kent CTI4 0AD 
Tel: 0304 362679 
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Intergroup Event - 27/ 30 May 1994 
Damascus House, Mill Hill, North West London 


Over the past 12 months members and staff have had 
opportunities to learn about how people behave in 
groups. 


The Intergroup Event is the next stage on from this 
when people will develop some understanding of how a 
number of small groups behave in relation to each other. 


We hope you will sign up for this if you have previously 
taken part in the People in Groups events which have 
been run during 1993, or if you have had other 
experience in small groups. 


This event is planned to take place over the bank 
holiday so that members will be able to attend for the 
slightly longer period of four days. 


Details will follow early in the New Year, but to book a place 
or get further information please contact Jackie Bartlett or 
Janet Graves at Headquarters, 


Give As You warn 
For Pensioners 


A simple and tax efficient way 
to help charities 


Give As You Earn (GAYE) is an easy 
tax-free scheme which enables you to 
support your favourite charities by 
giving direct from your pay / pension. 
The benefit of GAYE is that your 
donation comes from your gross 
salary / pension before tax has been 
deducted, which means that you get 
tax relief on your donation (at the rate 
of 25% if you are a basic rate 
taxpayer). lt is also easier for the 
charities you are making donations to, 
as your donation is made before tax is 
deducted. They do not need to claim 
back the tax as they would with a 
Deed of Covenant. 


If you wish to take advantage of this 
easy way to donate to charities of your 
choice, contact your pension fund to 
see if they are operating GAYE. If they 
are not, ask them to start! 


Alison House 


Details of our Spring and Summer activities for 1994 are now available. They include: 


‘SPRING’ PAINTING WEEK (Tutor - Harry Muscott) 

ACCENT ON POETRY’ WEEK-END (Hosted by Leslie Richardson) 
PASTEL & OIL PAINTING (Tutor - Mr David Newbould) 

ALISON HOUSE SPRING GARDEN PROJECT (With Joli Biggerstaff) 
THE BREW HOLIDAY WEEK (Hosted by Vera Brew) 

FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS WEEK (Hosted by Rose Coates) 
‘SUMMER’ PAINTING WEEK (Tutor - Harry Muscott) 

FRIENDS OF ALISON HOUSE WEEK 


ALISON HOUSE AUTUMN GARDENING 


Full details of these and other events at Alison House 
k may be obtained by sending a large SAE to:- 
AR Y y) & 7 larg 


Telephone: (0629) 822316 


a A d e  Smalladvertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 
Small D 


day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge ts 10p a word Guinimum £1) 
plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained [rom the Editorial Office, Toc H 
Headquarters. | Forest Close, Wendaver, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Published by Toc H. 1 Forest Close, Wendover. Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by Partridge & Legg Ltd., Station Road. Gerrards Cross SL9 8ES. Tel: (0753) 883991 


23rd - 29th April 
29th April - 2nd May 
8th-13th May 
23rd-27th May 

2nd - 9th July 

10th - 16th July 

23rd - 30th July 

7th - 13th August 
3rd - 7th October 


Bill & Dorothy Pepper, Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford, Matlock, Derbyshire. DE4 3RH 


Falmouth Toc H Holiday House 
Accommodation tor $ plus col. 
Open all year 
Enquirtes Ron Gatiss - Tel: (1320 312689 


